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ABSTRACT 

Aficro insurance is a tool for investment, savings and as a measure of social security to the poor. It 

increases the livelihood of the poor where they can eat well, have good health since they wouldn i 

have to save as much for emergencies. This research paper discuss about growth of micro­

insurance in India as well as in Assam. The micro insurance providers are seventeen in number in 

India. The numbers of micro insurance agents are in growing trend both in LIC of India and in 

private insurers too. The study concludes that the growth rate micro (life) insurance sector is not 

positive through the years as started ii. 

Keywords: Low-Income; Micro-Insurance; Growth; Policyholder. 

INTRODUCTION: 

A poor people's property may be limited to a few animals or crops and modest shelter, but the destruction of 

any of these may be a great blow to the family's economy. Even small sums insured can ensure some protection 

and peace of mind for a poor person . Whether poor people want insurance, and if so, only micro insurance 

products are benefit able to the poor. 

Insuring against the adverse situation is one of the options before the poor. Insuranct: can assist them to maJ1age 

and diversify their risks at the adverse situation. But it is difficult to be insured in the forma l market. bcc:.iusc of 

high ri_sk and affordable premium for poor. Generally credit and insurance market are non -txistcnt for the poor 

in Lile developing countries. Therefore, insurance benefits are modified for the low income group co suit the ir 

needs and it is named as micro insurance . 

M icrn insu ranee: 

The term micro in surance, as the name suggests, is insurance to protec t the low in co111 e group. Th\:'sc;; gr,.1ups 

have to pay specific amounts, as regul ar premiums, proportionate to the likelihood and th e rn.st of the ris l-. 

against which tJ1cy are insuring their life, those of their family me111bers and pn>pcrty. This concept is qu ill' in 

line with regular insurance. The on ly exception in the rnrge1ed beneficiaries is the- lt>W im:omc pevpk. 

Micro iosurance means different tJlings for different supervisors. 111 most jurisdi1,:tio11s, mi1.·ro insunt11('1.' is rh) l 

considered as a separate type of insurance and just viewed as i11surnncc avui lab le in small su111$. 

''Micro-insurance is t.he protection for the luw -i11coine pup11la1io11 ag;1i11s t s~wcil1c du11~t>rs iu 1.•xi.:h:in gt? for 

r1;gular payments of proportionc.11 premiu111 s lo the probability and cush of the i11volvt"'d ri s ks" . - Chur~hill 

Micro insurance in Jndia: 

Micro insurance is a new concept Jn India, udupted i11 2005, a:; per the l11 s11 rum:~; lh:gulatory uml D\?-ve lopmenl 

Authority of India (IRDA) guidelines to enhance i11 sun111cc cuvcrag~ to pcopk around lhe poverty line. 

l3asically, micro insurnnce covers the people ,vorking in the iufonnal e;:co 110111y u11cl ,m: li11 ,uicia lly c.xc luJed as 

compared to the rich people of the society. 

171c concept of micro insurc1ncc, in developing countries like Ind ia, has origimttt:d from the concept of m icrofinance. 

Microfinancc institutions face high risks of default through death or physical disnbility of the boITO\Vcr. As a result 

they (Microfinance inslitutions) began to assoc iate wich insuring bodies, bolh public and private. 
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Online Transaction of Teaching-learning during Pandemic

In view of the second wave of the pandemic, it is certain that the online transaction of teaching-

learning is here to stay. The learners are by this time to some extent conditioned to such a

situation following their hour of bafflement caused by the first wave. Students are the main

stakeholders of an educational institution and they must get respite from their anxiety over the

possible academic fallouts arising out of the presence of the pandemic.

The authorities therefore must make objective planning to find ways about how best they

could provide the teachers and the students with the necessary infrastructural facilities, viz.

skill, trainings, internet connectivity, tools, and knowledge resources. There is spreading

lockdown and the unpredictability of the situation weighs heavy upon the minds of the people

in general. However, even at this juncture, in our country, most of the hinterlands reel under

connectivity-crisis in terms of internet facilities. The government must therefore wake up to the

situation and by taking cue of the situation explore the ways of  providing equitable opportunities

in online academic transactions through proper IT planning. The Universities too need to gear

themselves up to create some standardized pools of knowledge-resources in view of the

present circumstances. The objective should be not just to deliver functional contents to the

learners but also to be confident of themselves about the resources given as being genuine,

relevant, well -researched and well written. The university departments may also research and

select from the available data available in the various platforms on the internet for providing

them to the students in conformity with the syllabi in use (the university/College departments

and libraries may come with lists of websites and links, which the students can depend upon

without an iota of doubt.  In this regard, policies may be adopted for mobilizing the services of

the prominent universities and libraries of the world for international exchange of educational

data at a greater level).

Academics need also adopt appropriate methodologies to facilitate their academic transaction.

Universities and colleges may also arrange for training and orientation sessions for the faculties

regarding online teaching.

Another notable concern is also that in view of suspension of physical mode of classroom

learning, there is possibility of stress in the mind of the students. The institutions can also think

of engaging one or two psychological counselors to reach out to those learners, who may be

available in need of supports in case of stress and trauma arising out of the new familial and

social environment during the pandemic. #

EDITORIAL
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 Focus area for November, 2021 issue

GENDER AND ITS REPRESENTATION IN LITERATURE AND

POPULAR CULTURE

Gender has been an issue, inextricably related in various forms to literature and popular culture.

Gender as a cultural concept cuts across the traditional notion of a ‘man’ or a ‘woman’. It has rather

encompassed all kinds of human existence.  In the post modern era, gender is looked as a performance.

Judith Butler opines that the subject is a product of discourse and a performative construct. Following

the Derridian notion of deference, Butler postulates that the subject never achieves its completion. It

is caught up in the process of constant deferral and differentiation. If the subject never achieves its

completion, gender can only be an effect of discourse and not the cause of discourse. Thus gender is

a crucial determinant in the production, circulation and consumption of literary and cultural discourses.

Popular culture is a contested site. On the one hand, it refers to the cultural practices of lived culture

that people engage in. On the other hand, popular culture also refers to the cultural texts which are

symbolic and whose function is the production of meaning through words, images or practices. Popular

culture, as a fluid concept, encompasses a large number of cultural texts and practices ranging from

films to newspaper articles, computer games to music, mass media like Television, Radio, the Press

and the emerging social media et al.

Representation is a process of communication that depicts or describes something or someone. In the

literary as well as cultural arena, language and images are the key symbolic systems through which

representations are made. Representation is crucial in the creation of meanings. Thus, representations

are constructed through language, images and socio-cultural practices, and possess a material as well

as symbolic dimension.(Milestone& Meyer,2012:8)

Incorporating these concepts and their diverse dimensions and notions of gender and representation

in literature and popular culture, Drishti: the Sight intends to reflect upon the theme from

multidimensional perspectives and newer theoretical paradigms. Scholars are invited to contribute

their original scholarly research papers on any possible topic within the focus area for the next issue of

the Journal to be published in November, 2021.

Scholars are requested to submit their papers by following the norms (please read the ‘Mode

of Submission’ portion in the Call for Papers on this website). FOR PAPER SUBMISSION,

THE WINDOW WILL REMAIN OPEN FOR THE PERIOD BETWEEN JUNE, 15 AND

JULY,05, 2021 ON THIS WEBSITE.

(Contributors may also submit papers on subjects other than this focus area for the forthcoming

November issue. Regarding the modalities to be followed for submission, they are requested to

go through the CFP published on this website).
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contemporary practices to regenerate Huma111ty 
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witnessed people discarding the age-old 
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non-scientific which is absolutely incorrect. It is 
these religious preaching, mythical tales and 
cut . . 

s omary practices that have kept the societres 
0rdered from time immemorial. Although blind 
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ie should be avoided vet the ancient wntmgs 

carry substantial lesson~ . and codes for life. So, 

~his study intends to shed the irrationality and 
1//urn; · 1 · ( s . IJate the rational and significant imp zca zon 

in 
the 

"'Ythical texts Ramayana and Sita: An Illustrated 
Retell' Id 
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however, attempt an ecocritical study of the 

specified works . As ecological concerns have 

called for urgent attention, ancient wisdom can 

assist scientific ideologies and thus, go hand in 

hand to unite humans to become environmentally 

sen.\ 11ive. Moreover, this research paper shall 

£:11decn·o11r to eliminate all the misconceptions 

regarding Wilderness and Culture and establish 
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approach to literary studies" (xviii). T~e critical theory 

. . . believes in the co-existence between of Ecocnt1c1sm 

d humans and asserts that both influence 
humans an non- . 

dously The theory advocates a b10-
each other tremen · 

. l . h. between all the elements ofnature. 
centnc re at10ns 1p . . 

h l 
myths explain the ideas of Justice, good 

Myt o ogy or . f 

d 
·1 truth origin of creation, deeper meaning o 

an ev1, , 
h. d much more. 

. d d th suffering moral et ics an 
hfe an ea , ' · 1 ks 
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M
ahabharata and T

he R
a

m
a

ya
n

a
 and other classical 

literature has m
ade Indian l,tcraturc w

cnlthy. R
eplete 

w
ith spiritual essence. these m

ythical w
orks are also 

enriched,,. ith "'isdom
. In the process o

f revival from
 

degradation o
f H

um
anity and N

ature, the intelligentsia 

can consider a return to ancient m
ythological and 

reJigious texts to learn 1ighteousness o
f ideologies and 

deeds. ln
 the era o

f rapid environm
ental depletion, 

m
}thical literature and spiritual w

orks o
f different 

religions can becom
e an effective m

eans to aw
aken 

ecological consciousness and teach eco-ethics. M
odem

 

tim
es have gifted experim

entations and retellings to 

the readers too. So, this study aim
s to bring an ancient 

m
ythological classic and a retelling to be analyzed w

ith 

the specific theory o
f E

cocriticism
. 

O
b

jectives: 

T
he texts w

hich have been ~pcci f1cally M
.:lcc tc<l for 

detailed analysis arc 
R

am
ayana hy Valm

t.:ck1 and 

translated by C. 
R

ajagopalachnr I and rts recreation 

S
ita

: A
n

 Illu
stra

ted
 R

ete/lin
x 

o
f R

a
m

ay
a

n
a

 b; 
D

cvdutt Pattanaik
. 

T
he study has the objective to 

exam
ine the m

eaning o
f w

ilderness. its s1gn1ficancc in 

ecology and environm
ental ethics that hav

e been 

com
m

unicated in the aforem
entioned texts. The paper 

m
fcnds to delve deep into the inner im

plications of 

diverse episodes and derive the rational ideas behind 

the m
ythical fables, w

hich is otherw
ise m

isjudged as 

illogical and m
ere fantasy. 

M
eth

od
ology: 

T
he m

ethod o
f C

ontent A
nalysis o

f both Prim
ary and 

Secondary Sources w
ill be applied in the study. The 

tools o
f W

estern view
s o

f E
cocriticism

 in addition to 

Indian T
heology w

ill be applied for a deep analysis of 

the selected w
orks. 

D
iscu

ssion
: 

N
ot only Indian m

ythology but other m
ythologies across 

the planet also have their ow
n form

ations regarding 

the origin and thus, explain pre-scientific natural 

phenom
ena. M

assih Z
ekavat w

rites in the abstract o
f 

his essay "E
cocriticism

 and Persian and G
reek M

yths 

about the O
rigin o

ff ire" that greek and Persian m
yths 

can be found to be slightly anthropocentric. T
he author 

also rem
arks that som

e people opine m
yth to be a 

device for ancient dw
ellers to "conquer nature" (3). 

E
xam

ple can be cited o
f P

rom
etheus from

 G
reek 

m
ythology w

ho gifted fire to the hum
ans to m

ake them
 

um
que from

 anim
als and to m

ake the fonner superior 

over the other. T
he A

braham
ic religion also asserted 

that m
ankind should be allow

ed to have "dom
inion over 

R
eading o

f the m
ythical texts w

ould bring the 

realization that these w
orks are abundant w

ith 

sym
bolical references. T

he Indian theology tries to 

m
ake the people ~w

are that w
e all m

ust attem
pt to 

take care o
f and nourish the •'forest splendor" (Prim

e 

35). V
egetation, m

oon, stars, w
inds, sky, anim

als, rivers 

together constitute the forest spl~ndor. lt needs to be 

rem
em

bered that hum
an w

elfare and noture w
elfare 

the fish and over the birds ... and over all the earth .. . " 

(K
rishna 21 ). N

evertheless, there are m
yths and 

folktales that can be analyzed to be ecologically 

em
bedded. T

here are figures in Persian m
ythology like 

T
ishtanya, the lord of w

ater and rain\\ ho is revered in 

that culture. A
gain, m

 C
hnstian m

ythology roo, artem
pt 

is m
ade to explain the creation o

f the E
arth through 

the inclusion o
f figures 

like A
dam

 and E
ve. So, 

m
ythology and ecocrn1c1sm

 can be a w
ide area w

ith 

diverse scopes to study but this paper w
ould restrict 

itself to Indian m
ythology, specially pertaining to 

H
induism

, 

are integral elem
ents and thus inseparable. Together 

w
ith it. w

ilderness is also a very im
portant constitucnl 

o
f the ecosystem

. G
reg G

arrnrd, in his rem
arkobk 

w
ork, E

cocriticism
, defines w

ildcm
ess as "nature in 

a state uncontam
inated by civilization" (66). O

n the 

other hand, Sigurd F. O
lson in his book, T

he A
fea11111g 

o
f 'lfilderness (2001 ), records that som

e people can 

even find tl1e w
ilderness in tiny com

ers nround t1wrn 

m
 the sunset, thunder. rnin, a handful o

f bcm
es unJ 

m
uch m

ore. W
ilderness is that kind o

f genuine.• plo1 t 

I.hat gives a sense o
f spiritual fulfiJhnent nnd subhm

rf.~ 

It is that place that shield different species and habiw
l~ 

and extends its w
c:lcornm

g anns to aH
 those w

ho 1.1rt 
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~austed o
f the physical, m

oral and m
aterial pollution 

0 the cities. 

oJson conveys that w
ilderness experience can be 

considered to be a sacred experience w
hich shall assist 

IJlllan beings to sense their connectedness w
ith the 

b 
. 

runal forces o
f creat10n. T

his experience is considered 

:0 feelings o
f sublim

ity. A
m

azingly, each creation in 

this U
niverse rem

ind the existence o
f a pow

erful force 

that has enabled creatio
n

 an
d

 life. In the epic, 

Ram
ayana, 

the tw
o b

ro
th

ers h
ad

 th
is su

b
lim

e 

experience on their journey into t!:~ D
ad

n
l,n

 '-''Jrest 

with V
isw

aam
itra and the author describes: 

A
 river or a hill, a tree or a cloud-

indeed any 

object 
o

f 
b

eau
ty

 
m

ay
 

raise 
o

n
e 

to
 

contem
plation o

f the S
uprem

e B
eing and silent 

w
orship o

f H
im

. In particular, sacred rivers, 

tem
ples or im

ages, w
hich have for generations 

been the objects o
f devotion and w

orship, 

possess this pow
er in a special degree, in virtue 

of the sacred thoughts they have w
itnessed 

and absorbed as garm
ents retain perfum

es. 

(20-21) 

The m
ajesty, resilience and enduring strength o

f the 

m
ountains fill the hum

ans w
ith aw

e and adoration
. T

he 

analysis of Indian classical literature reflects that the 

M
ountains w

ere assigned equal stature as all other 

lives on this E
arth. H

im
aavan w

as regarded as the 

King of m
ountains and such personification supports 

the ancient belief that life 1s present in m
ountain too. 

N
anditha K

rishna exam
ines in her book, H

induism
 0nd 

Nature: "Sacred m
ountains and sacred sites w

ithin 

m
ountains have resulted in com

m
unities m

aintaining 

anci Preserving their natural resources in often-
priS tine 

conditions" ( 177-178). 

In the R
am

ayana, 
the sages are observed to be 

em
bodim

ent o
f nature lovers. T

he concern o
f these 

asc....: 
· 

· 
f 

"lacs for nature is clear from
 the delm

eatton ° 
'Raarna•s sight o

f G
autam

a's ashram
a. E

n route to 

M
ith'l 

d 
. 

1 a, Raam
a noticed an untended ashram

a an 
llbft'l...i~ 

· 

~
te

ly
 expressed his inquisitiveness: "W

hose 18 

this k
l.-~

 
h 

· 
o

f 
--u

n
a

 w
ith ancient trees?" (38). T

 e im
age 

the 
· 

ancient trees sym
bol' 

o
f the 

. 
. 

ize the ascetics, aw
areness 

s1gn1ficance o
f a stable en 

. 
they usually lik 

b. 
. 

. 
v1ronm

ent, for w
hich 

e 
1od1vers1ty thri 

A
n 

th 
. 

ve near the hennitage 
o 

er residential s 
. 

h 
. 

pot, S
age B

haradw
aaJ· a•,_ 

aas ram
a is also situ t d. 

. 
b 

b 
. 

a e 
m

 a tranquil area, surroundt d 
Y

 a 
eautiful grove. 

F
orest, for D

asaratha 
w

as "w
1'lde 

. fi 
. 

' 
m

ess m
 ested by 

ferocious beasts" (73) 
K

 
.k 

. l 
-

· 
ai 

eyi 
eaves no ston

e 

unturned to persuade he 
h 

b 
d · 

. 
r 

us 
an 

m
to subm

isSHjn ,-

her w
ishes. She argues that the exile period should 

c~m
pletely alienate R

aam
a from

 the prosperous capttcl 

city. C
ontradicting the dreadful apprehensiveness of 

D
asaratha regarding the forest life, the sanguine 

confidence o
f R

aam
a is lucid in bis expression: "life in 

the forest w
ill be m

y highest joy" (91 ). Seeta also show
~ 

sam
e optim

ism
 and cheerful hopes for w

ilderness. 

R
aam

a, L
akshm

ana and Sita have a firm
 belief that 

their lively bonding and the idyllic, serene environm
ent 

o
f the forest w

ould shortly turn the w
ilderness into 

A
yodhya. Seeta puts out her earnest hopes as follow

s: 

··1 shall spend the tim
e m

ost happily am
ong the birds 

and flow
ers, bathing in the rivers and doing the daily 

rites" (96). She also perceives that forest is hoJTifying 

and unpleasant to only those people w
ho are total failure 

over controlling their senses. B
ut, the entire experience 

o
f the w

ilderness w
ould be definitely feastful tu ti.vs.; 

w
ho have lust for natural environm

ent. R
aam

a, too, 

~upports Seeta. In the forest, R
aam

a could connec.,t 

w
ith the affection of the non-hum

an creations: "L
ife 

m
 the forest holds no hardship .... Look, the birds, the 

anim
als and e\ en the trees seem

 to sym
pathise w

ith 

us" (1 l O) . M
ost unportantly, it should not be falsely 

conceived that these expats had only-
utopi an 

perspectives about w
ilderness. T

hey had fears against 

the ferocious anim
als but they had the know

ledge that 

. 
l 

w
ould attack only in self-defence

· 
these am

m
a s 

. 
. 

1· 
bears 

snakes-none of them
 w

ill com
e 

"T
igers, ions, 

, 
,, 

T
h ey w

ill flee from
 us at the sight of you 

near m
e. 

r 
h 

. 
Seeta w

as filled w
ith aw

e a ter 
(97). Jo t 

e epic, 
. 

l 
. g about the diverse trees, plants and c!Im

ber<i . 
eam

m
 

. . 
, 

h 

t . 
s also reveal the adm

m
ngly soot 

m
g 

Som
e narra 1 ve 

. ~ 
S 

tra 
the second w

r e o
1 

attribute o
f nature. 

um
1 

' 

O
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D
asaratha consoles K

ausalya that nature w
ould take 

care o
f her son tenderly. 

A
 crystal-clear delineation about the jo

u
rn

ey
 across 

the fr,r~st im
plicates that nature has a divine quality to 

retr~~h and rcJuvenate ex
h

au
stio

n
: "T

h
ey

 g
reatly

 
~n.10) cd thc.1oum

ey'' ( 120). R
aam

a's w
ords are full o

f 
praise for the enchanting w

ilderness. In their soujoum
, 

they. to the fullest extent, feasted on the beauty o
f 

, 1br,m
t co

lours o
f flow

ers, enjoyed the m
usic o

f th
e 

birds and appreciated tl1e art o
f harm

onious existence 
o

f life m
 nature. T

h
ey

 also, heartily, had a discourse 
over the unpolluted w

ater and uncontam
inated nature. 

E
ven, S

age S
uteekshna finds the w

ilderness in th
e 

forest to be idyllic and exquisite. T
he S

ag
e delineates 

to R
aam

a about the diverse biological existence that 
forest nurtures and shelters. T

hus, W
ilderness p

lay
 an

 
incredible role in fostering biodiversity. 
Interestingly and deeply delved into the ancient custom

s 
and traditions, one w

o
u

ld
 b

e able to co
m

p
reh

en
d

 that 
all the im

portant sacred item
s are d

irect p
ro

d
u

cts o
f 

nature T
his m

akes it thought provoking that usage and 
inclusion o

f natural products in holy cerem
onies im

p
ly

 
the preaching o

f cu
ltiv

atin
g

 clo
sen

ess w
ith

 n
atu

re. 
N

ature and w
ilderness is highly p

o
ten

t as a h
ealin

g
 

and a tran
sfo

rm
in

g
 aid

 fo
r d

istu
rb

ed
 an

d
 fractured 

~ouls. T
herefore, in the epic, V

alm
iki pens d

o
w11 

a 
practice o

f R
am

ay
an

a's society
: "In those d

ay
s p

eo
p

le 
w

em
 o

f their o
w

n
 w

ill o
r w

ere sen
t to the forest ab a 

p
u

rify
in

g
 p

u
n

ish
m

en
t for su

ch
 an

d
 o

th
er h

ein
o

u
s 

crim
es" 

( 141 ). 
E

rn
e

st C
allen

b
ach

, in 
his 

w
o

rk
, 

E
cology 

A
 P

o
cket G

uide reco
rd

s: "In
 w

ild
ern

ess, 
eco

lo
g

y
 

in
 

actio
n

 
can

 
b

e seen
 

in 
a 

n
ak

ed
 an

d
 

over\.\-hdm
m

g \.\ ay 
M

an
y

 p
eo

p
le h

av
e ecstatH

. o
r 

rehg1ous ex
p

erien
ces in w

ilderness. T
h

ey
 co

m
e aw

ay 
ch

an
g

ed
" { l 3

6
). 

M
o

reo
v

er, 
it is d

elin
eated

 
in 

lfo
m

m
 ana that m

an
y

 h
u

m
an

s like to m
o

v
e from

 the 
ted

io
u

s 
so

cial 
re

sp
o

n
sib

ilitie
s 

to
 

th
e 

p
eacefu

l 
• 

h 
I oly custom

 
atm

o
sp

h
ere o

f the forest. "F
o

llo
w

in
g

 t 
e 

1 t 
f m

y life 
o

f m
y

 forefather!), I h
o

p
e to sp

en
d

 the res 
0 

. . 
. 

" 
) 

S 
h an utterance 

111 au~
tcntte~

 m
 the forest 

(5
2

 . 
uc 
I 

ted spiritual 

people travel to these auspicious places like m
ountain, l 

o
r forests to m

editate. 

T
h

e true significance o
f a cordial relation

ship is tried 
to b

e ex
p

lain
ed

 in the original epic, R
a

m
ayana. Seeta 

at th
e o

n
set o

f th
e u

n
fo

rtu
n

ate in
cid

ent o
f bein~ 

ab
d

u
cted

 b
y

 the d
isg

u
ised

 R
av

an
a, addressed and 

req
u

ested
 the su

rro
u

n
d

in
g

 foliage to infonn her lord 
R

aam
a. A

g
ain

, th
e O

cean
 in

fo
rm

s R
aam

a o
f th; 

fo
n

n
er's clo

se friendship w
ith

 the S
agara race and 

hereby, ex
ten

d
s its assistance to R

aam
a in his noble 

m
ission. E

v
en

, M
y

n
aak

a m
ountain em

erged from
 the 

S
ea to allo

w
 H

an
u

m
an

 to have a break w
hile crossing 

th
e S

ea. M
o

reo
v

er, th
e reference about the H

ill of 
H

erb
s sh

o
u

ld
 n

o
t b

e left out. S
uch description signifies 

the presence o
f m

agical antidotes in herbs w
hich serves 

as the g
ro

u
n

d
 reality o

f A
yurvedic science. N

ot only 
this, the episode o

fS
an

jeev
an

i also throw
s light on the 

bio-diversity th
at sp

ace o
f w

ilderness harbor. 
S

o, su
ch

 instances o
f inter-

dependency highlights the 
fact that the eco

sy
stem

 sustains itself through m
utual 

d
ep

en
d

en
cy

. N
o

th
in

g
 is alienable from

 each-other. 
B

io
tic elem

en
ts require abiotic com

ponents and share 
a b

alan
ced

 relationship unconsciously. 
A

t m
an

y
 turns o

f th
e retelling, Sita: A

n
 Illustrated 

R
etellin

g
 o

f the R
am

ayana, d
o

m
esticatio

n
 o

f or 
co

ntrol o
v

er nature has b
een

 talked o
f. B

ut, again
, in 

the sam
e w

ork, sovereignty o
fn

atu
re is highlighted.A

 
ta

le is being narrated ab
o

u
t a conflict that happens 

betw
een B

rah
m

a and S
hiva. In the P

u
ranas, it 1s told 

that B
rah

m
a tried to dom

esticate culture and nature. 
B

ut, he w
as foolish to not understand that N

ature could 
not be dom

esticated
: "nature 1s his m

other" and "nature 
1 s th

e sovereign K
ali" (xiii). T

h
en

 S
h

iv
a suggests 

B
rahm

a the path ofT
apasya, through w

hich S
h

iv
a w

as 
sure that B

rahm
a w

ould be able to free h
im

self from
 

all 
urges to d

o
m

inate 
B

ut, w
h

en
 B

rah
m

a refu
ses, 

V
ishnu had to rntervene and sh

o
w

 that cu
ltu

re and 
nature can go together: "F

or in every cosm
i·c 

1 
eye e, 

Sita and R
am

 are alw
ays at peace in the pala ce an

d
 1n 

the forest; neither is overaw
ed b

y
 culture o

r in
f 

. 
., 

. ) 
T

h
' 

. 
d 

tnudated 
by nature 

(x
iv

 . 
t!> ep1so 

c m
akes it c 

. 
rystal clear 

accounts for the rcal11ation o
f an c eva 

. 
. 

ti 
. d

u
e to w

hich 
cx

p
cn

cn
ce m

 th
e serem

ty
 o

f the 
orests, 

that N
ature can never be dom

esticated o
r d 

. 
0

rn1nated
. 
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reJllain sovereign
. It is a fact that trial 

... 11 a1w•Y5 
. 

• 
• 

. 
eaten ll w

a.., no longer a predator und the d,·c, 

w
as 

no 
lo

nger a prey 
J, lo

w
e

r.., 
m

ak
e 

them
selves fragrant and offc, 111.:ctar 

W
h

y' 

To noun
::, h the bee\ or to get th1.:1n~

ch
, ;:-, 

pollinated? O
r both? In n

sH
u

,t• to g
d

 y
o

u
 h

,1V '.~ 

to give. 
I"h erc is no cha, ny

. I hc,e ,._ no 

exploitation
, 

n
c
ith

e
t 

sc
l f'rs

hn
cl- ~

 
no

1 

se
ln

cssness. O
ne g

ro
w

s by !w
ipi ng othl r• 

grow
. ( 115) 

~ ,
'lin8 nature or dom

m
at:Jon over 1t w

1 II alw
ays 

~
 

&.: .. c.co. 
-..--

-
. 

it has been depicted that the R
akshasas 

. ,etellJJ1g, 
19dld ~

 wbO are guardians o
f nature. W

hen they 

,elr# 
that V

ishw
arm

tra w
as organizing a yagna 

~
., team 
~
 

forest into fields , they uttered such sounds 

I
I
~

 the caJTied in every particle o
f atm

osphere and 

dll'it~
L

-_
,.i the sow

1ds: "W
e w

ilt not let sanskri ti 
• ' 

(k
:C

lP
[lall,U

 

SO 
prakriti" (39). So, at som

e points, D
evdutt 

-y 
1 · 

s the e,·en
t·~ 

'·: ~ t, 
·• ·· • · "'C

t 
~
 contextua 12e 

>
J 

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
 1 .

.... u
J
"
 

a 

t conflict betw
een culture and nature. T

he 

_
.. associates culture to affection and nature to 

:
"
 and fearsom

e and thus, draw
s a parallelism

 

!)etW
Ctll the tw

o. C
ulture is d

em
o

n
strated

 to be 

(bneSticating and controlling nature. B
ut, V

isw
aam

itra 

•
lbattbe forest is no one 's property but he him

self 

conttadicts that hum
ans should intervene and tam

e it. 

Nonetheless, he never d
issem

in
ated

 the idea o
f 

~
nature. V

tshw
am

itra added that no one should 

fmd pleasure in dom
ination

. D
om

inance is adhanna 

lld clm
m

a refers to caring, sharing and com
forting. 

So,itcanbeanalysed from
 the debate betw

een culture 

lldllllUre that both should help each other to grow
 

fir die bcuerm
ent of the w

orld. C
ulture should teach 

.
_

 tbe true m
eaning of hum

anity and show
 the 

way towards com
passion fo

r all oth
er no

n-hum
an 

~
-

Culture should teach hum
ans to ·•w

orship 

hfe"•~ 
ed

. 
lf'i 

vey 
m

 the boo
k. V

edic E
cology: P

ractica
l 

lido,,, for Surviving the 2 / '' C
entun-

( 125). 

~
se

n
t Ram 

-1 
• 

· 
"IS 

on ex1 e to the forest because 
It 

;1._ lferrible place for her S
ane like Jabali advised 

IIIC IOyaJ inbe . 
c
, 

llllllt 
ntor to go back tu the royal lifes tyle as 

on.ly tries to •· 
b 

· 
· 

ctlea•lbc 
gra 

nounshm
ent and survive, 

lo 1... 
COst of others·· (97) B

ut the forest is !>how
n 

~-111eas· 
' 

m
g

 space through the eyes o
f S

ita. S
he 

~
~

loitat1on in the forest. S
he un

derstood 

"-1 . and em
pathy in na ture: 

...,. . was m
ost exciting \-\ as to see the deer 

~
 tiger c1r· 

a....~ 
ink w

ater nex
t to each o

ther on 
--.c cven

· •ngs because once the tiger had 

B
esides, R

am
 explained that there: is no v1lla1n or v1ctirn 

in nature as everyone survives on each other. So, th\! 

retelling, not only, presents an interesting contention 

betw
een culture and nature but al so advocates the 

essentiality o
f a m

utu
al existence of both

. M
oreo, er. 

the analysis o
f the retelling conveys eco-ethical values 

o
f harm

onious relationship am
ong all creations. 

C
on

clu
sion

: 

T
hus, the entire study puts forw

ard the differenl angles 

o
f perception regarding nature and w

ilderness through 

an insightful analysis o
f the tw

o literary w
orks, 

R
am

ay
a

n
a

 and its retelling, Sita
: A

n Illustrated 

R
etelling o

f th
e R

am
ayana

. B
oth the m

ythological 

com
position

s depict an idyllic representation of 

w
ildem

ess w
hile em

phasizing the extrem
e significance 

o
f it, at the sam

e tim
e. It is felt from

 a deeper peek 

m
to the w

orks that the contem
porary :1tti1ude-; and 

app
ro

aches o
f the 

pert inent soc
ieties ha\'C

 an 

ind
iscerni ble in

flue
nce on them

. Y
aalm

crk
i ha~ 

ventilated and represen
ted the snnple thoughts, bclicfi; 

and perspect ives o
f the then society and Pattanaik lias 

m
culcatcd the contem

porary confl icts in his 1ccrcation 

N
cvcrth

eless. am
idst all the issues, it cannot be denfrd 

that w
ildern

ess serves as a support sys tem
 in the 

m
anagem

en
t o

f u b,ilanced eco!iystem
 ,111d tlH:rdorc. 

m
ay be, the early ~T

iters of the V
edic era huvc g

lo
n

lkd
 

the idyl lic beauty o
f it. T

hose depictions shouh.l bnn
l! 

realization in the hum
an m

ind
s that w

ildcm
es!i t!'> fast 

w
i thering and so rcgurd for it should bl.! r-.:ston.:d alonh 

w
ith the V

edic philosophie~
. 
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